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Dear CSO representatives, 

 

As the world is going through an unprecedented crisis caused by the COVID-19 

pandemic, I am writing to express my full and wholehearted solidarity and support. The 

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) stands with you, at this 

difficult time.  

 

COVID-19 is affecting us all. Everything that we stand for and seek to protect and 

promote is under assault. Poor and vulnerable people are bearing the brunt of the pandemic. 

We face an urgent test of our collective strength and will. UNCCD is committed to playing 

its part, help address the COVID-19 crisis, and pave the way towards building back better.  

 

More than ever, we are reminded of how much we depend on nature for our health, 

our food systems and our livelihoods. As today humans are at the centre of all our concerns, 

our priority is to ensure that they are entitled to a healthy and productive life, in harmony 

with nature. Science is clear: land is the basis for human health. For healthy people, we need 

healthy landscapes. With your support, UNCCD continues advocating environmental action 

to drive transformative change for people, at scale, to leave no one behind. 

 

For many in the developing world, land is the sole source of livelihoods and the only 

safety net there is. Land restoration and sustainable land management provides food, 

livelihoods, and jobs. It helps communities cope and enhance resilience at local levels. It 

supports faster economic and social recovery. Localized solutions give back meaning, 

identity, dignity, and sufficiency to people. UNCCD is helping Parties and communities 

mitigate the impact of the COVID-19 crisis. 

 

 When the world recovers, returning to business-as-usual will no longer be an option. 

We can build back better, stronger, smarter. We can create a world that is green, just and 

resilient. We can create a new social contract with nature for people and the planet. But we 

must act together, we must act decisively, and we must act now. Let us show what solidarity 

and concerted action can achieve. UNCCD stands with you for a new social contract with 

nature.   

 

Yours sincerely 

  

  

 

 

 

Ibrahim Thiaw 

Executive Secretary 

 

 

 

To all UNCCD accredited CSOs 


